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AeAtio TOTI0L

Prjvog Etepavr)

O Ayiog Nedgutog ovvavta tov Apevdn
2 - 17 Magrtiov 2018

Evykaivia: ITapaokevn) 2 Maprtiov, 19:30

H I'caAept Zvyxoovng Téxvng Chiaki Kamikawa tagovoialel tnv atopikr) éxOeon
tov KUmoov ecaotikov Prjvov Zrepavn pe titdo «O Aylog Nedputog ovvavta tov
Aevdn)».

O Zreavn] (1958 —) Cet ki egydletar otnv TaAa tng Idgov. H dovAeid tov
TEQUAAUPBAVEL EYKATAOTATELS, TTEQPOQUAVS, Cwyoapkn kKat oxédx. To 1991
etonyaye otn Kompo éva vBotdwod etkaotikod eld0g Tov oLVOLALEL EYKATAOTAOELS
Kat dpwpeva pe v ovopaotia Ipaéeic. To 2006 dnpovoynoe pia oepd €0ywv
EUTIVELOUEVA ATIO TIG ToLxoYRaieg e EyrAetotoag e Movrigc Ayiov Neogitov,
é€oya Tov CwYpdgov Tov 120V atwva, Oe0dwov APevdr). ATO HIkEOG 0 LTte@avi
emokemtoTay Vv EykAelotoa kat tov éxave wuaiteon evidTwoT) 1 yvwoTt amno Tig
ToLXoyoapleg oxknvn 6mov ot AgxdyyeAot MixanA kat 'afBomA éxovv avapeoa toug
tov Ayio Neopurto. O Apevdric Cwyodgioe tovg AgxayyéAoug pe avotnon oym va
KQATOVUV O@PLXTA TOV AYL0, €V aUTOG UE Tat X€QLt OTAVRWHEVA 0TO 0Tr00¢ Patvetal
poPLopévos kat aforjOnroc. O Lrepavt) @avtaotnke OtL oL dVo AgxdyyeAot
ovAAapBavouvv tov Ayio Nedgputo. Xpovia agyotepa éuade dtLot AgxdyyeAot o)
noaypatikotnTa 0dnyovv tov Ayio Nedputo oto Xpoto tnv Huépa tne Kelonge.
Qoto00 0 APevdiic, He TOV TEOTIO oL LWYRAPLOE avTh TN OKNVT) ToV 12° awova,
TIOOKAAETE [l ELXAQLOTI) TTAQEET)YTOT).

Ta emopeva xoévia avtod to Oéua emavepxotav otn dovAelk tov kat to 2016 ékave
Ml VEa Oelpd Tavw otnv dwx Oepatcr). Ot tivakeg tov 2006 £ytvav kvolwg pe
AOTIQO KAL HAVEO XOWUAX XONOIHOTIOLWVTAG BLOUNXAVIKES UTTOYLES, EPAQUOLOVTAG
YONYOQES XEWQOVOLLES Kal TOax L&k onpddia yoatoovviwv. Ot ovvOéoelg avtég Tou
Yre@avn) xapaktnotlovtal anod AtoTnTa, TOAUN KL EKPEATTIKOTNTA, £V 1)
ATEEKOVION TV OQNOKEVTIKWOV HOQPWV €XEL XLOVHOQ Kol yontela. Xpnotpomotel ta
ovvnNOLopéva TOL HETAPOQIKA HOTIRa, OTIWS TELOVIA, PAOYES, TWEOVS aTtd TETQEC
TIoL dIVOLV L &yl OPm 01N CwYEAPLKT) TOV, evw epgpaviCovtal véa otolxela,



OTlWG OL EYKIPWTIOUEVES HOQPES — TTEOCWTIOL TIOL ONULOVEYOVV HLX LVOTTOLWOT)
aloOnor). Le ovykolon pe ) oepd tov 2006, n véa Cwyoa@kr) Tov 2016 éxel pa
VNEAALOTNTA KoL QPN YTUATIKOTITA, 1) EKTEAEOT YIVETAL LLE TTEQLOTOTEQT TTEOOOXT)
KQL e TLEQLOQLOMEVT] TTOKIA L XQWUATWV.

ITapd o ovvnOopévo brutal Veog TG LW YPAPLKTS KAL TH OKOTILUT EVOWHATWOT)
vaig ototxelwv 0T dDOVAELX Tov Lte@av, 1) emidoaot TG PulavTivrig TEXVNG 0T
Cwyoa@kr] ToL elvat eppavr|c tooo oto O€éua 6oo kat otV eikaotiky YAwooa. Ta
Oonokevtika Oépata pumoel va etvat dVokoAn vTIOOEOT), AAAK Yt KATIOLOV TTOV
QQETKETAL OTIC TIQOKAT|OELS, OTtwg ToV Prjvo Ltegavr), oL totxoyoaptieg tov Ayiov
NeogvTov — Apevdr) amoteAovv T yn VEWV a@nyroewv, Tov divouy TNV evkalpia va
ameAevBeQwoel T pavTaoia Tov.

Qopeg Aettovgyiag:
Agvtépa éwg Lappato: 9: 30-12: 30, Tetaptn-Tlagaokevry: 17: 00-19: 00
IN'a meplooodTees mMANEopoplieg emikovwvrote pe tov Chiaki Kamikawa oto +357 99311225
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Press release

Rinos Stefani

St. Neophytos meets Apsevdis
2 —17 March 2018
Opening: Friday 2 March at 19:30

Chiaki Kamikawa Contemporary Art Gallery is pleased to present the solo exhibition of
Rinos Stefani under the title “St. Neophytos meets Apsevdis”.

Stefani (1958) is a Cypriot artist. For the last 30 years he uses a variety of media,
including installations, painting and drawing. He introduced in Cyprus a hybrid form
of action that includes installation and happening under the name Praxis.



Since 2006 he has created a number of paintings and drawings inspired by the frescoes
of the 12 century painter Theodoros Apsevdis. The particular painting which has
fascinated Stefani since his childhood is among the frescos at the St. Neophytos
Monastery near Paphos which portrays Archangels Michael and Gabriel having St.
Neophytos between them. In this scene, the Archangels are depicted with a severe
facial expression holding the Saint very tightly whereas the Saint looks helpless with his
hands crossed over his chest.

As a child visiting the St.Neophytos Monastery, Stefani had imagined as if the two
Archangels were arresting St. Neophytos. Years later he found out that the scene in fact
depicts the Archangels leading the Saint to Christ on the Day of Judgment. This
pleasant misunderstanding of Apsevdis’ intention inspired Stefani to create a series of
works on the subject of St. Neophytos and Apsevdis.

In the exhibition Stefani will show some of his first paintings on the subject which were
produced in 2006 and a new body of work revisiting the same theme in 2016. The series
from 2006 are painted mostly in black and white using industrial paint with quick and
spontaneous brush strokes and rough scratch marks. The images are simple, bold and
expressive at the same time Stefani’s unconventional depiction of the religious figures
are rather humorous and ironic.

The subject of St, Neophytos and Apsevdis has been recurring in Stefani’s work for the
past years. In 2016 he created a series of paintings on this subject with new elements
and symbols. Stefani uses the metaphorical motifs such as saws, flames, piles of stones
which give a violent “twist” to his paintings while the motifs like box-headed figures
create mysterious feelings. Compared to the series from 2006, the new series are sober
and narrative, and they are carefully executed with a limited range of colours.

In Stefani’s paintings a strong influence of Byzantine art is evident both thematically
and visually. At the same time he incorporates his usual brutal art approach and naive
stylistic elements. Religious subject matter could be challenging but for Rinos Stefani
who has a playful mind, it seems that the fresco painting of Saint Neophytos Monastery
has been a source of new narratives and has given him an opportunity to liberate his
Imagination.

Exhibition Dates: 2-17 March 2018

Opening hours:

Monday to Saturday: 9:30-12:30, Wednesday-Friday: 17:00-19:00

For more information please contact Chiaki Kamikawa on +357 99311225



